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Chairman’s Notes
Dear Members,
Well, from the positive feedback we have received from so many of
you, our first Newsletter seems to have hit the right spot.
This edition has more interesting information and news from
members, plus a profile of our Toastmaster, David Anton, who has
served the Club since its first dinner 36 years ago.
Twelve months ago, our very good friend, long-standing Committee Member and Vice
Chairman, Dennis Pugh OBE, moved to Cardiﬀ with his wife Ann to be closer to their family
and has now decided to stand down as Vice Chairman. I was sorry to hear this and, on behalf of
us all, sent him our sincere thanks for his service on the Committee over the years.
I am, however, delighted to tell you that our Committee Member Jeremy Salisbury has agreed
to take over the role of Vice Chairman from Dennis. Jeremy has been a very strong supporter of
the Club for many years, and his help on the Committee has proved most valuable. We look
forward to his continuing help and support as Vice Chairman.
From the panel opposite, you will see we have some very interesting speakers lined up, plus our
annual Charity Quiz in aid of St David’s Hospice, so please keep the dates free, and we look
forward to seeing you there.
Once again, thank you to our editor, Sophie Morris, who is waiting to hear from you with your
news, so please email her at NWBCnews@gmail.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Thursday 26 March 2020
The Quay Hotel, Deganwy
Guest Speaker: Major General Nick
Caplin , CB., BSc (Hons), Chief Executive
Oﬀicer Blind Veterans
Wednesday 13 May 2020
Quiz Night – 6 PM Venue Cymru
Friday 26 June 2020
The Quay Hotel, Deganwy
Lunch: 12.15 PM for 1.00pm
Captain Hugh Blyth Daglish LVO JP DL
Royal Navy, former Commander of Her
Majesty’s Yacht Britannia
Thursday 17 September 2020
Dinner: location TBA
Tim Parker, Chairman Samsonite Int. SA,
Post Oﬀice Ltd., National Trust

Best wishes,
Mel

Member News
A North Wales law firm is supporting an intrepid team, who walked
the battlefields of the Somme blindfolded, to raise money for the Blind
Veterans UK training and rehabilitation centre in Llandudno.
The team of six from Sytner North Wales Audi, which included two
veterans, drove to France on 8 November, timing their trip to coincide
with Armistice Day.
Lanyon Bowdler Solicitors sponsored the team, and Dewi Jones,
Edward Nutting, David Foden and Sophie Davies, of the firm’s Conwy
oﬀice, recently visited the Blind Veterans UK centre in Llandudno to
see, first-hand, the diﬀerence the charity makes to armed forces
personnel and their families.
Dewi Jones said: “The centre at Llandudno is available to veterans for
holidays, respite, and nursing care. As well as helping with fitness and
mobility, the centre also gives veterans with sight loss the skills they
need to live an independent life. After visiting the hugely impressive
great dining hall (suitably nicknamed the ‘Hogwarts Room’), we were
shown around the training kitchen, where veterans are taught how to
use appliances specially designed for those suﬀering from sight
impairments.

“It was humbling to learn of the challenges faced by blind and visionimpaired individuals with everyday tasks we take for granted. To learn
about the various methods used by the charity in ‘retraining’ veterans
to carry out these daily tasks was truly heartening.
“We left feeling inspired by the excellent work done by Blind Veterans
UK, which relies entirely on external funding. Running the charity
costs an astonishing £110,000 per day, and we are hugely proud to be
sponsoring the team at Sytner North Wales Audi in their fundraising
challenge, donations to which can be made via their JustGiving.com
page, which is accepting donations until the end of March 2020.”
If you are interested in hearing more about Blind Veterans UK, please
remember that the guest speaker at the NWBC dinner on 26th March
is Major General Nick Caplin, Chief Executive Oﬀicer of Blind
Veterans UK.

New Member Profiles
David Howard: Lothbury UK Ltd. is an independently owned Lloyd’s of London broker, with
oﬀices in the City of London and Chester. They specialise in delivering diverse and
complex risk management and commercial insurance services to both retail and wholesale
clients. www.lothburyuk.com

PROFILE: OUR
TOASMASTER
David Anton has been the Toastmaster for
the Club from its inception and has MC’d
over 97% of the dinners and, although not
strictly a member, we felt that our
members might like to know a little more
about David.
David has been a Toastmaster/Master of
Ceremonies for 43 years, following in the
footsteps of both his father, a local stage
entertainer and conductor on Crosville
buses, and his grandfather, an entertainer
at Happy Valley Open Air Theatre.
Being an introvert, David had no intention
of following his father’s lead but
volunteered to help out for one dinner
when he was 29. His first dinner was for
the Royal Air Force Association 30th
Anniversary Banquet and Ball on 1
October 1976, held at the Hydro Hotel,
Llandudno, and was attended by 300
guests; the rest, as they say, is history.
David comments: “my children have
thought about keeping the family
tradition going but, alas, with the huge
reduction of formal dinners, the end is in
sight, not just for me, but for the formality.
Thankfully, the NWBC keeps up the
tradition, and I’m grateful for their
continued support and, if they still want
me, in the words of General MacArthur,
‘I’ll be back’!”

VOLUNTEER NEEDED TO
HELP ST. DAVID’S
HOSPICE
St David’s Hospice, one of the NWBC’s
supported charities urgently needs a
“drivers’ mate” on Tuesdays each week. The
volunteer job is based at the hospices
Mochdre depot and duties involve helping
the van driver deliver and collect furniture
and other heavy items to customers in the
local area. A really worthwhile cause!
If you feel you can help please make contact
with Lou Barber, Volunteer Coordinator at St.
David’s on 01492 879058, extension 322

Andrew Hague: Howard Worth, Cheshire-based accountancy firm, has a practice of eight
partners and more than 100 accountancy, business advisory and tax professionals. They
specialise in farming and rural business, solicitors, payroll, charities, contractors, hospitality
and leisure, property investors and education. www.howardworth.co.uk
Clare Hughes: Incorporating many years of HR and leadership expertise, Blue Sky HR has the
experience and expertise to be able to assist with a broad spectrum of HR solutions and
employment law or workforce issues. www.blueskyhrconsultancy.co.uk

We have been asked by Mike Blyth, a long-standing NWBC member, to inform our members about
Longbow, a new feature film project, based around the true story of warrior Prince, Llewelyn the Great,
which is to be filmed in Wales. Mike he is working with the multi-award winning Director Edilberto
Restino to gain support and investment for this exciting project. If you would like more details please visit
the NWBC website or longbowthefilm.wixsite.com/longbow

Items of Importance
As we enter 2020, Clare Hughes, of Blue Sky HR Consultancy, has asked us to remind you that
there are some key employment law changes taking place in the coming year, which you may,
or may not be aware of, but may want to consider. Claire has advised that she believes the most
pivotal changes that you should consider are the following laws are changing from April 2020:
• The National Living Wage

• Holiday pay reference period adjustment

• New right to a written statement of terms

• New parental bereavement law

• Amendments to agency workers rules
If you would like advice and guidance, please contact your HR/Employment Law Advisor or
alternatively, please check the NWBC website for contact details of our members who
specialise in this area.

Celebrating Your Successes
The Daily Post Business Awards took place on 21 November 2019 at Bangor University. A
special award was created in memory of David Williams, our previous Chair, who had also been
Chair of the judges’ panel since its inception. The newly-created David Williams Award was
won by RibRide.
Members of the NWBC were also very successful on the evening, with the following members
winning awards for their excellence:
• Green Award – Anglesey Sea Zoo
• North Wales Tourism Award – Welsh Mountain Zoo
• Welsh Exporter of the Year Award – Worldspan
• Business of the Year (over 50 employees) – Carelink Homecare Services Ltd.

A NOTE FROM YOUR EDITOR
Thank you for your feedback and comments on the first NWBC newsletter, which is designed to
be for members and about members, and which seems to have been very well received. Thank
you also to the members who have contributed towards this, our second edition. As previously
mentioned, I welcome any contributions or feedback for future issues. Please send them to me
at NWBCnews@gmail.com. Many thanks in advance. —Sophie.

